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Sentence Skills 
In questions 1-3 select the best replacement for the underlined part of the sentence. 
Answer (A) is the same as the original sentence. If you think the original sentence is best, 

choose answer (A). 

 

 
1. Jalapeno which is a chili pepper that is mostly used to spice up various dishes. 

A. which is a chili pepper 

B. is a chili pepper 
C. being a chili pepper 
D. is a chili pepper because 

 
 

 
2. Reading the word “yawn” or “yawning” makes most people yawn. 

A. Reading the word “yawn” or “yawning” makes 
B. Although they read the word “yawn” or “yawning”, 
C. They read the word “yawn” or “yawning” and, 
D. To read the word “yawn” or “yawning”, 

 
 

 
3. A crab can live on land as long as they keep their gills moist. 

A. A crab can live on land as long as they keep their 

B. Crabs can live on land as long as they keep their 
C. A crab can live on land as long as it keeps their 
D. Crabs can live on land as long as it keeps its 

 
 

 
4. Jeremy was popular among students and teachers alike and was chosen as the 

valedictorian. 

Rewrite, beginning with Jeremy, popular among 

The next words will be 

A. students and teachers alike, being 
B. students and teachers alike who was 
C. students and teachers alike and have been 
D. students and teachers alike, was 

https://oliviagracestudynotes.com/


9 
 

  https://oliviagracestudynotes.com/              

5. The fire alarm went off, and everyone ran outside. 

Rewrite, beginning with Everyone ran outside 

The next words will be 

A. when the fire alarm went off 
B. beginning to alarm 
C. and the fire alarm went off 
D. although the fire alarm went off 

 
 

 
6. Annie felt wonderful when she rode a horse for the first time. 

Rewrite, beginning with Riding a horse for the first time, 

The next words will be 

A. Annie is feeling wonderful 
B. a wonderful feeling was felt 
C. felt wonderful, Annie 
D. Annie felt wonderful 
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Reading Comprehension 

7. Goodnight Moon, written by Margaret Wise Brown, is a classic American children's 
picture book. First published in 1947, it remains a highly popular bedtime story. The 
rhyming text describes a humanlike bunny's bedtime ritual of saying “goodnight” to 
the red balloon, the bunny's dollhouse, the light, and several objects in the bunny's 
bedroom. 

According to this passage, Goodnight Moon is 

A. American literature 
B. written in prose 
C. old-fashioned 
D. about a moon 

 
 

 
8. The pencil is a modern-day version of a centuries-old writing implement. Around 

1560, an Italian couple designed the modern, wood-encased pencil. Their creation 
was flatter and more compact than the pencils we use today. Their plan involved 
hollowing out a stick of wood and inserting a stick of graphite into it. Shortly after, a 
better technique was discovered: two wooden halves were carved, a graphite stick 
was inserted, and then the halves were glued together, which is also how pencils are 
currently made. 

Although many people refer to the graphite inside pencils as “lead”, they have 
always been made with graphite; however, the paint on the wood that surrounded 
the graphite was, at one time, lead-based. 

According to the passage, 

A. lead has been used in pencils only in the last century 
B. today’s pencil design is similar to that of the 16th century 
C. today pencils are made by scraping out sticks of wood 
D. graphite is not a major component of pencils 
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9. The pencil is a modern-day version of a centuries-old writing implement. Around 
1560, an Italian couple designed the modern, wood-encased pencil. Their creation 
was flatter and more compact than the pencils we use today. Their plan involved 
hollowing out a stick of wood and inserting a stick of graphite into it. Shortly after, a 
better technique was discovered: two wooden halves were carved, a graphite stick 
was inserted, and then the halves were glued together, which is also how pencils are 
currently made. 

Although many people refer to the graphite inside pencils as “lead”, they have 
always been made with graphite; however, the paint on the wood that surrounded 
the graphite was, at one time, lead-based. 

According to the passage, 

A. pencils have never been made of wood 
B. lead-based paint is dangerous 
C. the original pencil design was the best one 
D. pencils are writing devices 

 
 

 
10. Happiness, which is also referred to as gladness or joy, is a mental or emotional state 

that is defined by positive or pleasant emotions ranging from contentment to 
intense joy. 

According to a specialist, “happiness can refer to a way of thinking, such as being 
optimistic; a way of feeling joy, pleasure, relief, or gratitude; or simply a way of 
being.” 

What does the second sentence do? 

A. It expands on the first. 

B. It states an effect. 
C. It contrasts with the first. 
D. It gives an example. 
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11. Cross-dominance, also known as mixed-handedness, is a motor skill expression in 
which a person favors one hand for some tasks and the other hand for others, being 
right-handed and left-handed at the same time, depending on the task. 

Mixed-handed people seem to perform better than people with one dominant hand 
in sports such as basketball, ice hockey, and field hockey because these sports 
require active body movements and an ability to respond to movements from either 
side. 

What does the second sentence do? 

A. It reinforces the information stated in the first. 
B. It states an effect caused by the information stated in the first. 
C. It draws a conclusion from the information stated in the first. 
D. It provides a contrast to the information stated in the first. 

 
 

 
12. A Rolls-Royce car is almost entirely hand-crafted, and even to this day, every Rolls- 

Royce engine is built entirely by hand. 

It takes about 13 hours to build a Toyota car; however, it takes approximately 5 
months to build a Rolls-Royce car. 

What does the first sentence do? 

A. It reveals a problem to which the second gives a solution. 

B. It states a fact while the second offers an opinion. 
C. It mentions a probable cause for the information stated in the second. 
D. It describes the consequence of the information mentioned in the second. 
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Answer Sheet 

ACCUPLACER Math Questions 

 

Arithmetic Elementary Algebra College-Level Math 
Question Answer Question Answer Question Answer 

1 B 7 A 13 D 
2 D 8 C 14 C 
3 D 9 B 15 B 
4 D 10 D 16 B 
5 B 11 C 17 C 
6 C 12 C 18 C 

 

ACCUPLACER English Questions 
 

Sentence Skills Reading Comprehension 
Question Answer Question Answer 

1 B 7 A 
2 A 8 B 
3 B 9 D 
4 D 10 A 
5 A 11 B 
6 D 12 C 
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Sentence Skills 
In questions 1-3 select the best replacement for the underlined part of the sentence. 
Answer (A) is the same as the original sentence. If you think the original sentence is best, 

choose answer (A). 

 

 
1. Jalapeno which is a chili pepper that is mostly used to spice up various dishes. 

A. which is a chili pepper 

B. is a chili pepper 
C. being a chili pepper 
D. is a chili pepper because 

 
The correct answer is (B). 

The original sentence creates a sentence-fragment error because it uses a relative 

clause which modifies the subject of the sentence, leaving the sentence lacking a 

conjugated verb. 

Answer (C) creates a sentence fragment error because it lacks a conjugated verb. 

“Being” is not conjugated as it lacks tense. 

Answer (D) is grammatically correct but changes the original meaning by incorrectly 

suggesting that the reason that a Jalapeno is a chili pepper is that it is mostly used to 

spice up various dishes. 

Answer (B) is correct because it uses “is” as its conjugated verb. 

The correct sentence is: Jalapeno is a chili pepper that is mostly used to spice up 
various dishes. 

 

 
2. Reading the word “yawn” or “yawning” makes most people yawn. 

A. Reading the word “yawn” or “yawning” makes 
B. Although they read the word “yawn” or “yawning”, 
C. They read the word “yawn” or “yawning” and, 
D. To read the word “yawn” or “yawning”, 

 
The correct answer is (A). 

The original sentence is correct, consisting of a singular subject (“Reading”) and a 

singular verb (“makes”). 

The word “makes” shows cause and effect: the reason that most people yawn is that 

they read the word “yawn” or “yawning”. 
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In answer (B) the word “although” implies that most people yawn despite reading 

the word “yawn” or “yawning”, when in fact, it is because of it. 

In answer (C), the noun and pronoun are inverted, and the comma comes after the 

word “and”, rather than before it. Answer (D) attempts to create a modifying 

phrase, but incorrectly begins with an infinitive rather than a gerund (or a past 

participle). 

The correct sentence is: Reading the word “yawn” or “yawning” makes most 
people yawn. 

 

 
3. A crab can live on land as long as they keep their gills moist. 

A. A crab can live on land as long as they keep their 
B. Crabs can live on land as long as they keep their 
C. A crab can live on land as long as it keeps their 
D. Crabs can live on land as long as it keeps its 

 
The correct answer is (B). 

In the original sentence, the plural pronoun “they” and “their” disagree with the 

singular noun “a crab”, resulting in a pronoun-noun agreement error. 

Answers (C) and (D) repeat the same error. 

Answer (B) is correct because the plural noun “crabs” agrees with the plural 

pronouns “they” and “their”. 

The correct sentence is: Crabs can live on land as long as they keep their gills moist. 
 

 
4. Jeremy was popular among students and teachers alike and was chosen as the 

valedictorian. 

Rewrite, beginning with Jeremy, popular among 

The next words will be 

A. students and teachers alike, being 
B. students and teachers alike who was 
C. students and teachers alike and have been 
D. students and teachers alike, was 

 
The correct answer is (D). 

Answer (A) lacks a conjugated verb, and incorrectly uses the unconjugated verb 

“being” instead. 

Answer (B) uses the relative pronoun “who”, creating a relative clause instead of 

continuing the independent clause (“Jeremy was….”). 
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Answer (C) is incorrect because it creates a parallel construction error, connecting an 

adjective (“popular”) to a verb (“has”). In addition, the original sentence is written in 

the past tense whereas answer (C) is written in the present tense. 

Answer (D) suggests that Jeremy was chosen as the valedictorian as a result of being 

popular among students and teachers. It also correctly uses the verb “was” which is 

singular and agrees with the subject “Jeremy”. 

The correct sentence is: Jeremy, popular among students and teachers alike, was 

chosen as the valedictorian. 

 

 
5. The fire alarm went off, and everyone ran outside. 

Rewrite, beginning with Everyone ran outside 

The next words will be 

A. when the fire alarm went off 
B. beginning to alarm 
C. and the fire alarm went off 
D. although the fire alarm went off 

 
The correct answer is (A). 

Answer (B) continues the sentence with the verb “beginning”, indicating that 

everyone began to alarm when they ran outside, rather than they ran outside when 

the alarm went off. 

Answer (C) uses the coordinating conjunction “and” improperly, as it requires a 

comma before it. In addition, it does not convey the same order of events as the 

original sentence, implying that first everyone ran outside and only then did the fire 

alarm go off. 

In answer (D) the conjunction “although” illogically implies contradiction, while the 

original sentence conveys an order of events. Answer (A) is correct because it 

maintains the original chronological order. 

The correct sentence is: Everyone ran outside when the fire alarm went off. 
 

 
6. Annie felt wonderful when she rode a horse for the first time. 

Rewrite, beginning with Riding a horse for the first time, 

The next words will be 

A. Annie is feeling wonderful 
B. a wonderful feeling was felt 
C. felt wonderful, Annie 
D. Annie felt wonderful 
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The correct answer is (D). 

The rewrite begins with a modifying phrase. Therefore, it should be immediately 

followed by the noun it modifies, which is Annie. This eliminates answers (B) and (C), 

leaving us with answers (A) and (D). 

Answer (A) correctly begins with “Annie”, but switches the tense from past simple in 

the original sentence to present progressive. 

Answer (D) is correct because it correctly begins with “Annie” while maintaining the 

original past tense. The new sentence should read: Riding a horse for the first time, 

Anny felt amazing. 

The correct sentence is: Riding a horse for the first time, Annie felt wonderful. 
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Reading Comprehension 

7. Goodnight Moon, written by Margaret Wise Brown, is a classic American children's 
picture book. First published in 1947, it remains a highly popular bedtime story. The 
rhyming text describes a humanlike bunny's bedtime ritual of saying “goodnight” to 
the red balloon, the bunny's dollhouse, the light, and several objects in the bunny's 
bedroom. 

According to this passage, Goodnight Moon is 

A. American literature 

B. written in prose 

C. old-fashioned 

D. about a moon 

 
The correct answer is (A). 

The passage clearly states that Goodnight Moon is a “classic American children’s 

picture book”, which means that it is American literature. 

Answer (B) is incorrect because the passage states that the book is written in rhyme, 

not prose. 

Answer (C) is incorrect because even though the book was published a long time 

ago, it is still popular today, which means that it is not old-fashioned. 

Answer (D) is incorrect because the book is about the bunny’s bedtime ritual of 

saying “goodnight” to several objects in the room and not about the moon. 

 

 
8. The pencil is a modern-day version of a centuries-old writing implement. Around 

1560, an Italian couple designed the modern, wood-encased pencil. Their creation 
was flatter and more compact than the pencils we use today. Their plan involved 
hollowing out a stick of wood and inserting a stick of graphite into it. Shortly after, a 
better technique was discovered: two wooden halves were carved, a graphite stick 
was inserted, and then the halves were glued together, which is also how pencils are 
currently made. 

Although many people refer to the graphite inside pencils as “lead”, they have 

always been made with graphite; however, the paint on the wood that surrounded 

the graphite was, at one time, lead-based. 

According to the passage, 

A. lead has been used in pencils only in the last century 
B. today’s pencil design is similar to that of the 16th century 
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C. today pencils are made by scraping out sticks of wood 
D. graphite is not a major component of pencils 

 

 
The correct answer is (B). 

The paragraph mentions that the first pencil, which was created in the 16th century, 

was a hollow stick of wood with a stick of graphite inserted into it. Shortly after, a 

better technique was invented: two wooden halves were glued together after a 

graphite stick was inserted. This technique is used to this day. 

Answer (A) is incorrect because lead is not used in pencils; there used to be a time 

that the paint on the outside of the pencil was leadbased; however, the passage 

does not mention when that was or if it was in the last century. 

Answer (C) is incorrect because today pencils are made in the same way that they 

were made in the past, two wooden halves are glued together after a graphite stick 

is inserted in the middle. 

Answer (D) is incorrect because graphite is the main component of the pencil, 

without which the pencil could not be used for writing and drawing; it is the 

component that allows the pencil to draw a mark. 

 

 
9. The pencil is a modern-day version of a centuries-old writing implement. Around 

1560, an Italian couple designed the modern, wood-encased pencil. Their creation 
was flatter and more compact than the pencils we use today. Their plan involved 
hollowing out a stick of wood and inserting a stick of graphite into it. Shortly after, a 
better technique was discovered: two wooden halves were carved, a graphite stick 
was inserted, and then the halves were glued together, which is also how pencils are 
currently made. 

Although many people refer to the graphite inside pencils as “lead”, they have 
always been made with graphite; however, the paint on the wood that surrounded 
the graphite was, at one time, lead-based. 

According to the passage, 

A. pencils have never been made of wood 
B. lead-based paint is dangerous 
C. the original pencil design was the best one 
D. pencils are writing devices 

 

 
The correct answer is (D). 

The first sentence mentions that the pencil is a writing tool. 
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Answer (A) is incorrect because the passage states that pencils have always been 
made of wood. 

Answer (B) is incorrect because there is no mention in the passage of whether lead- 
based paint is dangerous or not. 

Answer (C) is incorrect because the passage mentions that the original design of the 
pencil was “flatter and more compact than the pencils we use today”, but it does not 
necessarily mean that it was better or the best. 

 
 

10. Happiness, which is also referred to as gladness or joy, is a mental or emotional state 
that is defined by positive or pleasant emotions ranging from contentment to 
intense joy. 

According to a specialist, “happiness can refer to a way of thinking, such as being 
optimistic; a way of feeling joy, pleasure, relief, or gratitude; or simply a way of 
being.” 

What does the second sentence do? 

A. It expands on the first. 
B. It states an effect. 
C. It contrasts with the first. 
D. It gives an example. 

 
The correct answer is (A). 

The first sentence discusses the definition of happiness. The second sentence 
elaborates on that with information about how happiness can be reflected. 

Answer (B) incorrectly suggests that the information in the second sentence is 
caused by the information in the first. 

Answer (C) is incorrect because there is no contrast between the information stated 
in the two sentences. 

Answer (D) is incorrect because the second sentence does not give an example of 
happiness; it states the ways in which happiness is expressed. 

 

 
11. Cross-dominance, also known as mixed-handedness, is a motor skill expression in 

which a person favors one hand for some tasks and the other hand for others, being 
right-handed and left-handed at the same time, depending on the task. 

Mixed-handed people seem to perform better than people with one dominant hand 
in sports such as basketball, ice hockey, and field hockey because these sports 
require active body movements and an ability to respond to movements from either 
side. 

What does the second sentence do? 

A. It reinforces the information stated in the first. 
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B. It states an effect caused by the information stated in the first. 
C. It draws a conclusion from the information stated in the first. 
D. It provides a contrast to the information stated in the first. 
The correct answer is (B). 

The first sentence discusses what mix-handedness is. The second sentence states an 
advantage mix-handed people have in some sports because of their ability to use 
both hands. 

Answer (A) incorrectly suggests that the second sentence supports the information 
in the first sentence, while it offers an outcome that is caused by that information. 

Answer (C) is incorrect because the second sentence cannot be concluded directly 
from the first; studies on mix-handed people are what led to the conclusion stated in 
the second sentence. 

Answer (D) is incorrect because there is no contrast between the information stated 
in the two sentences. 

 

 
12. A Rolls-Royce car is almost entirely hand-crafted, and even to this day, every Rolls- 

Royce engine is built entirely by hand. 

It takes about 13 hours to build a Toyota car; however, it takes approximately 5 
months to build a Rolls-Royce car. 

What does the first sentence do? 

A. It reveals a problem to which the second gives a solution. 
B. It states a fact while the second offers an opinion. 
C. It mentions a probable cause for the information stated in the second. 
D. It describes the consequence of the information mentioned in the second. 

 
The correct answer is (C). 

The first sentence states information about how RollsRoyce cars are manufactured. 
The second sentence states that building a Rolls-Royce car takes considerably more 
time than making other cars, such as Toyota. The fact that a Rolls-Royce car is mostly 
hand-built is probably why it takes so long to build it. The second sentence does not 
give a solution to the problem mentioned in the first, nor does it give an opinion; 
therefore, answers (A) and (B) are incorrect. 

Answer (D) incorrectly suggests that the first sentence describes a consequence of 
the situation mentioned in the second sentence when in fact, it is the opposite – the 
second sentence describes the consequence of the information mentioned in the 
first. 
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WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST AS 
YOU PREPARE IN YOUR 

UPCOMING TEST,  
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